
 

Between Homelands explores what it feels like to carry more than one home in 
your heart. I left Haiti when I was 11, and as a Haitian-American immigrant, I feel 
a deep affection for both countries that have shaped who I am. Written to 
commemorate the United States’ 250th anniversary, this piece reflects on the 
journeys of those who have crossed borders to build new lives while staying deeply 
connected to their roots. 

The opening movement, The Lands We Love, blends American musical gestures 
with rhythms heard in Haitian music. It begins with a sense of openness and 
possibility, capturing the feeling of arriving in a new place full of hope. As the 
music unfolds, its joyful energy gives way to a more reflective mood, hinting at the 
lingering nostalgia that often comes with being far from home. 

In The Struggles of Belonging, the music becomes more introspective. A cello 
solo introduces a persistent melodic figure heard throughout the movement. The 
uneven pulse creates a sense of imbalance, capturing the uncertainty and 
challenges of finding where you belong. The melody flows through a series of 
tonal shifts, suggesting a search for belonging, and eventually settles into an even 
pulse, hinting at the feeling of finding your place, though traces of tension and 
uncertainty remain. 

The final movement, Onward, looks to the future with energy and determination. 
A steady drum pulse inspired by Native American drumming evokes a heartbeat, 
grounding the music and honoring the rich history of the land. From this pulse, a 
steady march-like theme emerges that embodies resilience. Haitian Rara and 
Konpa rhythms move through the music, celebrating the blending of cultures. 

At its core, this piece acknowledges the many journeys that shape our communities 
and celebrates how our homes, cultures, and traditions travel with us across 
borders and generations. Between Homelands: my journey, my heart… 

-Sydney Guillaume 


